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On the Divine Love to Man. 


not that he approves of their conduct, but 


As God is love, it is but natural to be-! loves their persons and designs their happi- 


lieve, that he loves his own workmanship. 
The stupendous frame of the universe being 
the product of his power, wisdom and good- 


ness; it would contradict all our reason to’ 


suppose, that any part of it was hated by its 
author. ‘The mere animate and inanimate 
parts of this creation are regarded by their 
author as necessary and good in their place, 
and conducive, with other parts, to the at- 
tainment of the greatest. quantity of happr 
ness to rational creatures; consequently no 
part of creation is obnoxious to the creator 5 
but those rational creatures, who are the no- 
bles part of creation, and were designed for 
bliss, are the objects of his peculiar love. 

Our reason, unshackled by education, 
would lead us to such a conclusion: nor 
would any man believe, that God would ev- 
ter have made one man as an object of love 
and another as an object of hatred, had not 
the hatefulness of the human heart received 
such an idea, as that, which would be pleas- 
ing to itself. 

God’s love to man was always universal, 
and his tender mercies over all his works. 

The plan of providence, in which there 
are so many distinctions among men, both 
as to riches, honors, ease and pleasure ; is 
so far from militating against the universal- 
ity of divine lové, that it strengthens and 


confirms it. © All live by the munificence of 


the creator; and this diversity of circum- 
stance, in this manner of existence, gives us 
many opportunities to receive good from o- 


thers, and do good to them: calculated, it 


rightly understood, to increase our love and 
and affection for each other. 

The gospel, is certainly a display of uni- 
versal love and goodwill to men. It is a 
scheme of consummate wisdom, exhibiting 
“tove, the love of God, as passing all under- 
standing; a loveinfinite and unchangeable: 
a love, which is placed on every son and 
daughter of Adam. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, &c. 
We love him because he first loved us. 

It is a position, which all experience and 
observation verifies, that sinners, all sinners, 
are the objects of God’s love and commiser- 
ation not that he loves sin, but sinners ; 








ness. 
Now if all this be true, how says some a= 


mong us, that God loves one and hates ano-. 
That he hates sin and the sinner ?’ 


ther ? 
That he is divided in his affection towards 
creatures of the same moral character, so as 
to love one and hate another ? 

This mistake has arisen from two source 
es; the hatefulness of the human heart,wishe 


ing for such a difference, and from a misun-- 


derstanding cf some passages of scripture. 
I have loved Jacob and hated Esau, (Mal. i. 
3. and Romans ix. 13,) is produced as deci- 
sive evidence. 

But this will not establish the point, un- 


less the universal love of God to all men, ' 


the world, can be consistent with his hatred 
toa part. When divine love can be uni- 
versal, and divine hatred act partially at the 
same time ; then shall I believe-that God 
can love Jacob, with a design for his endless 
salvation, and hate Esau, with a design for 
his endless misery... But nething could be 
more absurd and self-contradictory. 


The writer, over the signature * one of | 


your readers,’ seems to aim at some focus 
or point, in his invectives against Esau, as a 
bad man, and in his eulogies of Jacob, as a 
very good man; that it is somewhat diffi- 
cult to know, at what he would take his 
aim. 

His lines are so nearly parallel, that they 
never can meet ; consequently no focus can 
ever be formed. As by the double convex- 
ity of glasses, the sun’s rays are converged 
to a point, forming a focus or place of heat 
so in an argument, there must be the coinci- 
dence of the premises laid down, and the 
conclusion, which is to be drawn. 

If those arguments be supported by irre- 
fragable evidence ; the consequence is cer- 
tain; but if the evidence be uncertain, in 
support of the argument ; the consequence, 
in regard to the argument, must, like the ev- 
idence, be, equally, uncertain. 

If I have not succeeded any better with 
our readers generally, than I have with hims 
it is to be feared, ‘ that I have labored in 
vain, and spent my strength for nought.’ 

I am satisfied, however, that there are 
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tat those, among our readers, who are content ' others were as really progenitors before thes 
BE ie with the idea of impartiality. What is chat’ had faith as they were afterwards. they 
eye Why, that God respecteth no man’s person;! — Abraham was « progenitor oi Christ from 


even if it be Jacob and Esau. Whatnext? his youths; but he had no knowledge of 
Why, that he does not so respect the con- Christ and of God’s gracious intentions, till 
duct of men, as to make that to be a virtue the promise was made to him, that in hig 
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in one, which would be abominable iniquity 
in another, even if Jacob and Esau were in 
contemplation. 

What next ? why, some of our readers 
see, or think they sce, that in some way or 
another, there is » propriety, or, at least, it 
appears so to them, ‘that every man should 
be rewarded according to his works,’ ever 
if Jacob and Esau should be named. 


I have seen and conversed, likewise with , 


some, who have been bold enough to assert, 
that it would be somewhat difiicult to con- 
ceive, how that God should love all, and 
yet hate some ; or, (which is the same 
thing, ) how he should loveall, and yet hate 
the wicked Esau. 

The assertion is somewhat bold, but there 
are some, who have ventured to make it ; 


so that it appears, that all our readers are | 


not so confounded and dismayed, as ‘ one 
of your readers.’ 

This writer seems to be sincere and la- 
bors with a good degree of energy ; but 
some of our patrons have, | think, pretty 
justly remarked, that the best companion 
for zeal, in the world, is what they call 


knowledge. 
Be zealously affected, said Paul, always 


in a good cause, and not only when I am 
present with you. : 

The hypothetical phraseology of this wri- 
ter, in the next place, convinces me, ihat 
his lines are parallel or nearly so, and that 
he does not understand the place of contact, 
or where his lines ought to meet. ‘If I 


seed all the nations of the earth should be 
_ blessed. 

i ‘The blessing te Jacob was given or pro. 
‘nounced by Isaac; was he able to bestow 
or give eternal jie? Was not the whole 
contained as external spiritual and tempor. 
al favors, which were appointed for b'im 
Who had the birth-right > Was it possible 
| for Isaac to confer any other blessing ? 

In short, he did not even do this, other. 

wise than as a prophet he wis inspired to 
declare what should take place, without the 
, power of efiecting it. 
; Lf the blessing to Jacob was eternal life ; 
it must be equally so to sau, as we hereto 
fore observed, for their blessings were sub- 
‘stantially the same: the order of them was 
| altered, but not the nature of them to eith- 
er. 

When did God lay Fsau’s mountains and 
; tis heritage waste jor the dragons of the 
wilderness ? It was long after his person- 
al death, and in ihe days of his posterity.— 
Jacob’s mountains and heritage has since 
| been laid waste,and in 2 more dreadful man- 
ner. 

In fine, [have no ground to believe, that 
Jacob, at the time of obtaining- the birth- 
right and blessing, had any more grace or 
faith in God’s gracious intentions in # Mes- 
siah, than Esau. 

The last thing noticable is the great mis- 
take which the writer has made respecting 
[sau’s repentance. 4 liad Said, - that Esau 
did not repent, though he sought repen- 








rightly understand vou,’ (he says,) * your ‘tance.’ Then he observes, that * that is as 
belief is, that to be begotten in Christ the ‘much as to say, that Esau did not say that 
seed of Abraham, is but » teniporal bless-! he would slay his srother Jacob, because 


ing! 1 

The writer has herve missed a fiure, his 
two notes of admiration to ihe conirary now- 
withstanding. 

One thing, I believe to be quite certain, 
and that is, that that, which precedes » 
thing or person; and that, which follows ihe 
thing or person, are certainly different.— 
John ihe Baptist went before Clirist ; ‘he 
Apostles followed him. The shadows went 
before Christ 3 the substance was in aad ai- 
ter him. : 

There is, likewise, some difference, be- 
tween a mere progenitor of Christ aud 2 re- 
al believer in Christ. Some were progeni- 


tors, who were never believers,as we know; 


i he did not slav him,’ 

This s:istake is the more remarkable, be- 
causc itis entirely foreizp to the subject. E- 
sai did not seek to repent himseli, nor did he 
repeit; put he sovcht with tears to wake-bis 
father repe.c blesssing Jacob, and to confer 
the same on him : but his father could not 
revoke his.lessing on Jacob, * | have bless- 
ed frm,’ suid he, ‘yea and he shell be bless- 
ed.’ {lis father would not, he could not re- 
pent so as (o revoke his blessing to Jacob. 
He found no place of repentance in bis fathe 
e:s breast. 

We conclude by saying, that we are grat- 
ified'to have any of our readers state their 
objections and assign their reasons against 
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any remarks, made by us, which are not'a- 
greeable to their views; but two things 
ought always to be understood ; first, our 
own plan, in ihe case 3 secondly, ® full un- 
derstanding of ihe acoare oO: Our Opponent. 


—Epiroa. 
af 


Fox the Gospe! Advocate. 


A Friendly Acdvess to the Rising Genera- 
- ttoa. 





Nothing can be more distressing to the, 
Virtuous pact of comimunity, who are aow in | 
the ecline of life, than to witness in the ris- , 
ing gener ‘ation, # destitution of morals, or a 
neglect of religion. Abhorrent as it is,how- | 

ever, 1 feel no disposition to ettribute the | 
immorality so prevalent in our way, to bad- 
ness of heart,or an inate desire to be vicious; ; 
but am inclined to believe, that it is more |. 
the ofispring of false religious impressions. 
As it is an acknowledged fact,that wisdom’s 
weys ave those of pleasantness, and that to 
walk in her paths is peace, my youthful 
friends will pardon the attempt, to place 
be‘ore them fiom time to time,some reasons 
which should excite to virtue, and which in | 
my opinion will invariably lead to happi-| 
ness. My design is, with the Editor’s per- ; 
mission, io »otice each vice, to detect its | 
cause, and to apply a remedy 3 and as Lf in-| 
tend to be as prolix as the subject will ad-! 
mit, | trust, that the youthful readers of the , 
Advoc ate, of both sexes,will iind ‘t for their 
interest to give c candid hearing to my re-| 
marks. 

Profane Sweering, is 2 vice which holds 
a distinguished rank among the «ijustifia- 
ble practices of all classe» of conmunity.— 
Nothing more effectually excites disgust in 
the mind of a sober, reflecting man, than'to 
witness this unnecessary and reprehensible 
habit. Pray, kind reader, what exctise 
have you, for ‘taking the name of your God 
in vain ? Perhaps 5 you answer by saying, 
that you have involuntarily become habitu- 
ated to the practice. 1 very seriously doubt 
it. My own experience | justiiles me in say- 
ing, that this is not the case. Once, actu- 
ated no doubt by (xe same cause chat now 
leads you io profanity, 1 have so far put my 
conscience under tribute,as to frequently in- 
dulge in swearing. 1 have plead the same 
excuse as you now make: but, what con- 
Vinces me of its fallacy, and ted to » firin 
resolution to abandon ihe shameful practice, 
was the faet,that my habit was not so strong, | 
but that 1 ever abstained from the use of an 

oath in presence of my parents. If you will | 
but look at yourselves, you will, I think, | 








discover, that while inabe 1 presence of those 
whom you are-desirougs not to offend, you 
can, without difficulty, abstain from the use 
of an improper word. Let the same rule 
then, be applied in all cases, and the result 
will be highly beneficial. Remember that 
you are always in the presence of your Fae 
ther ia heaven, against whose holiness you 
cannot wish to offend: and, when you re- 
lect, that ie will not hold him guiltless who 
taketh his name in vain, endeavor so to or- 
der your conversation, as to merit hig 
sin‘les. 

Other reasons, equally binding upon all, 
way be urged in’ favor oi chaste conversa 
ition. ‘The virtuous, as well as the most ae 
bandoned, lool. with a degree of admiration 
on those who in their youthful days respect 
and reverence the name of Jehovah. If 
your conversation is unpolluted by an oath, 
ihe aged will admire you, the middle-aged 
will respect and esteem you, and the young, 
however ubandoned themselves, will ever 
do obeisance io your merit. 

Another inducement, and one too of the 


greatest importance, which should ever lead 


us to avoid taking the name of the Lord our 
(‘od in vain, is, “that he bestows on us all, 
with liberal hand, the greatest blessings !— 

if then he so loves us, ‘ought we not so far 
to refrain from an exercise of ingratitude, as 
never to curse our best, our most loving 
friend. 

In order then,to remedy this most shame- 
ful. and I may say, entirely unnecessary e- 
vil, reflect on these things, and learn, that 
_ wood understanding giveth favor,” both in 
ihe sieht of God and man, while dc the way 
of the transgressor is hard.” 

L. S. E. 


(To be continued.) 


Pie Gospel Advocate. 
Charity suffereth long and is kind ; is 


not easily provoked; and thinketh no evil. 
Most gladly therefore would I go on my. 
wey rejoicing; believing all things which 
(od hath promised. Being every way pre- 
pared io follow Christ through evil reports, 
taking no offence at all the hard speeches, 
‘nisrepresentations and slanders that our en- 


-emies are daily endeavoring to fasten upon 


us. For myself, 1 never would answer a- 
gain in this way. But for the sake of oth- 
ers, who are children in the kingdom of 
erace ; whose faith is not strong enough to 
bear them through those trials of cruel 
moekings ; for their sakes, I feel it my in- 
dispensible duty to offer a few remaiks on 
some of those passages of scripture, that the 
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enemies to universal happiness, are striving | 
to turn to our reproach. 

II. Thess. ii. 9. Whose coming is after 
the working of satan with all power and 
signs, and lying wonders, and with all de- 
cievableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish : because they received not the 
love of the truth that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie.’ That they all might be damuaed who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
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cation and madness had they arrived, by 
means of the wine from her golden cup,that 
they thought it an indelible disgrace to eae 
and associate with the best men that ever 
lived upon earth. 

It is now expedient to consider the signs 
by which the daughters of the Mother of 
Harlots are also known. And _ they are a 
bout the same that‘designate their mother ; 
for by their fraits ye shall know them, 

The first beast that John saw came up 
out of the sea and was like a leopard, spot. 





unrighteousness. 

Whose coming refers to the coming of 
Christ, afier the working of satan. And 
that he hath for along time worked in Mys- 
tery Babylon, and by the false prophet and 
by his idols‘ and images in the east is_cer- 
tain. Whatever Paul had reference to in 
the latter part of this chapter, nothing is 
more certain than the Mother of Harlots 
and the Poe and his successors are partic- 
ularly pointed out; who opposeth and exal- 
teth himself above all that is called God or 
that is worshipped 5 so that he as God, sit- 


teth m the temple of God, shewing himself 


that he is God. And Paul perceived that 
in his day the Mystery of iniquity had alrea- 
dy began to work, as the working of satan 
with all powers, and signs, and lying won- 
ders. 

As to the power, that the Harlot Mother 
élaimed under the agency of her elder son, 
the Pope, we are well informed; therefore, 
shail mention but a few of its branches. He 
claimed to have power to save and to damn. 
To bind for heaven, or hell, and again to 
loose from the same. ‘To forgive sins, or 
retain for judgment and perdition. We will 
now take a view of the signs by which that 
son of perdition, and wickedness is known, 
‘and by which the children of his mother, 
and those of her a daughters are 
known also. "The MotHer of [arlots is 
known by her ‘riding upon a scarlet colored 


beast, signifying her pride, beastly, bloody, | 


and umeasonable nature, and it proved a 
true sign, for she became drunken with the 
blood of the saints, and martyrs of Jesus, 
whom she and _ her children called heretics, 
with whom their most menial servants would 
not eat; being so charged by their Mother, 
and their Popes, and Bishops. Taylor and 
Rogers, Latimer and Redley, those bless- 
ed men of whom the world was not worthy, 
before they were burned at the stake, their 
names were cast out as evil by the Mother 
of Harlots, who forbade her children and 
servants to eat with them at a common ta- 
ble; and to such a degree of pride, intoxi- 


‘ 


ted, that is wicked, fiexce and bloody, And 
he saw another beast coming up out of the 
earth; that is, had a low beginning, and he 
had two horns like a lamb; that is, two 
branches of power small in their setting out 
—and like a lamb had at first an innocent 
and meek appearance—but he soon spake 
as a dragon and exercised all the power: of 
the first beast before him. Let us call the 
two horns of this last beast that came up out 
of the earth the two growing powers of Cal- 
vin and Luther—we will now compare the 
signs and see if they do not exactly corres. 
pond and agree, as in water face answereth 
to face. 

The beast had a low beginning, so had 
Calvin and Luther. He had at first a lamb- 
like, innocent and submissive appearance ; 
so had Calvin and Luther. But he soon 
spake as a dragon and exercised all the pow- 
er of the first beast before him; so did 
Calvin and Lither. Calvin spake [ike a 
dragon, and exercised all the power of the 
first beast before him in his unmerciful per- 
secutions, and burning Michael Servetus on 
a slow fire of green wood. 

And as the first beast fought with a sword 
and made conquest,so the same carnal wea- 
pons were raised and handled by the fiery, 
impetuous Luther, 

And as the Pope and Mother anathema 
tized, and sealed over Calvin and Luther to 
endless destruction ; so in the exercise of all 
the power of the first beast ; did Calvin 
and Luther in conjunction: with the daugl- 
ters, condemn and sea! over to perdition 
all those that offended them. , 

(Our own land bath been stained with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus, by, means 
of the infernal cruelty and tyranny of one 
of the daughters, who exercised her beastly 
‘power in Boston, by persecuting that wor 
ithy people called quakers ;,whereot some 
i were banished, some were transported, and 
some were banished on pain of. deathi, and 
others were publicly whipped and treated 
with all kinds of cruelty ; and, four were ae 
tually put to death by the hands of the hang: 
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man, calling them in their mother tongue, 
cursed quakers, and a cursed set of hére- 
tics; and she also would soon have been 
drunken with blood, had not a mandamus 
from king Charles prevented them in their 
career; for neiiher persuasions, nor argu- 
mei.ts, nor pity could move, for there is no 
reasoning with a beast; and the suflerers 
found that there is no reasoning, neither 
with those who worship the beastor his im- 
age. ) | 

And as the first beast had one that sat as 
Got to forgive sins,and to whom confessions 
were made ; so the beast that had two horns 
like:a Jamb, said to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an image to 
the beast. And as the Pope under the first 
beast, claimed infallibility ; sounder the se- 
cond beast, the churel collectively of the 
daughters, claims the same. So near isthe 
image to the original. 

We will now take a view of the lying 
wonders, that those beasts had power to do 
in the sight of men. 

When the Pope’s curse, or bull of anath- 
ema, came against a people, or an individ- 
ual, it was looked upon as dreadful, as tho’ 
fire from heaven had fallen upon them ; for 
the beast in the sight of men had power to 
do that wonder, but not in the sight of God 
And the several daughters in support of 
their dignity strive to imitate their Mother, 
in the same lying wonders ; and so blinded 
are the eyes of many by the smoke’that a- 
rose out of the bottomless pit, that to this 
day many are much terrified at the frown 
of their Mistress, (or ehurch,) as they would 
be on beholding a similar shower to that 
which fell.on Sodom and Gomorrah; and 
were it not that the earth bath helped the 
Woman, (or Christ’s spiritual church,) I 
have not the least scruple but that we should 
soon behold the au to de fe, or act of faith 
in the burning. of heretics—but the laws of 
the land not permitting: The several daugh- 
ters in the exercise of what power they, have 
go. as far as they can in curses and ‘spiritual 
persecutions and would feign impress the 
minds of people with the like solemn awe, 
with which their Mother was attended ; 
with power, and signs, and lying wonders, 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 
in them that perish—and perish they must 
who worship the beast or his image, and 
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 

I think it proper now to'make a few ob- 
servations on the image of the beast. 

The beast that was full of names of blas- 
phemy claimed the power of forgiving sins 5 
and demanded frequent confessions. And 








the same is customary at the present day 5 
and iftheir church passes them over without 
a frown, the delinquent feels as completely 
satisfied as those who had confessed before 
the Pope, and obtained an absolution. 

And as their Mother’s Paramour sought 
and courted her’ favor; so the Lovers of 
the Daughters, seek and court their favor. 
And as the Mother of Iarlots frowned, and 
was. angry when any one forsook her 
embraces; so itis with her Daughter—and 
as the Mother forbade’ those that had come 
to her embraces, going after other Lovers— 
so do her Daughters. And as many in the 
youthful days of the Mother of Harlots, 
dreaded her disapprobation more than the 
frowns of heaven, even so it is now with 
many that have been received by the Daug- 
iers, and if one of them frowns’ for the o- 
mission, inattention or slighting of her charms 
—every sacrifice is made again to obtain her 
favors and smiles. nti a nd 

(Every city hath her by laws—and for a 
citizen of Mystery Babylon the Great the 
Mother of Harlots is, was not lawful after 
having received at her hands, a pledge of 
her love in the inebriating wine from: her 
golden cup ; even after they had discovered 
her Jewdness and wickedness; and the 
reigning confusion within her walls; it was 
not lawful to retire or withhold their caress- 
es or support ; neither could she be prevail- 
ed upon to give them a peaceable discharge, 
but they) must) be publicly whipped,’ and 
stiomatised as vile offenders; and driven 
out at the rear gate, a8 non compos. And 
the same bye-laws of citizenship are still in 
vogue in the dominions of her daughter.) 

Asto the strong delusions that the apostle 
foretold. that God would’ send upon them 
who received not the love of the truth, it is 
evident that they were long ago sent upon 
the world by the way of the Mother of Mar- 
lots! and her Daughters: But ' the strength 
and day‘of that delusion is wearing away; 
and théchurch of Christ is coming out of 
that wilderness in which she’ hath been so 
long bewildered and deluded,and the waters 
are dryingiaway of the great river Euphira- 
tes, That is the multitudes of people by 
which the Spiritual Babylon‘ obtained his 
wealthyand supported his dominion and 
erandeur; and the Kings of the East, (light 
and understanding.) are on their way to ir- 
radiate and undeceive the world. 

As to the lie that hath been for a long time 
believed we need only appeal to John v. 10, 
to know who this will apply to,and to whom 
it will not.:'He that believeth not God hath 
made him a liar, because he believeth not 
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And this isthe record, that God hath given | etl ihe time cur loved in using ot! 
. . ” . - . ’ . . i », 
us eternal life, and «his life isin his Son— | of witich he isinesce’, io prevent 
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We ave constancy told that the dovil ig 
the arts 
people 


e . m . 4 > - y+ ! n aT a) wg 2 . 
We know that this cannot apply to univer- | (om believing cic teve ovihodox creed, ihiat 


salists, for we universally believe that God 


hath given us eternal lite, and this life is in | 
his Son, But there are thousands under. 


such strong cclusions, as to believe quite the 
contrary that is that eternal c/eath is given 
to vs; and this undoubted], is that lie, that 
Paul foresaw would be believed. Bui may 
God take away the unbelief, remove the 
strong delusions, and help us all to believe 
the record that God hath given to us etern- 
al life, and that is in his Son. 
5. A. ROSE, 


SOMETHING MYSTERIOUS. 

Our orihodos clevey insist with creat ear- 
nestness anc much graviiv, that che ('rea- 
tor, irom all eterniiy, elected sone to ever- 
lasting live, and rendered heir selyation cer- 
tain and unavoidable 3 also, thet ihe vest of 
maakiad were predestinated to endless mis- 
ery, aud cheir cuin made equally certain 
and unvvoidable. Aficr these fundamen- 
tal points of faith are supposed to be weil 
Supported in @ serntoa, the preacher pyo- 
ceeds with ull his learning and theolosico! 
wisdom, to being poor sinvers. who rye ina 
state of unbelic:, io a sense of their awful 
siiuution »y nature, and to restize that un- 
less they vepent of their sins end beileve tive 
true doctrine, they must, widtous doubt, be 





chey may, .0¢ their uubeiies, be consivned 
io iis Niagdom of Cdurhuess forever, But 
how does it happea that ihis act deceiver 
has never yet found ovr, whet is well known 
to the clerey, ( viz.) that wlniciy God did 


| his business for Jeti, bevove Cru Oil, by as- 


sizning to his Kinvcon, aad deic mining ihe 
nuutber of his subjects > Nac! would ask 
vgahay wuere the devil is on every sabbaih, 
ibut he should never yet hove sound outihat 
ine cannot so deceive even one of che elect 
as io induce ihe Crea: .o give him up io 
ina 2 

Should the reedcer beve the same view of 
ihe.e mysteries which f entcitain, he will 
ve led vo sav, het voth devil and preachers 
welt as well be cinployed evore something 
else, if ihe latier could get es good w living 
as they now Cos ror ic is certain chew neith. 
eso them ave avle io chaae ihe final des 
inv of any ofthe hmaav race, and the 
peercher does aot cvea Mauer inen that Tes 
ligion +s worth having for vay bencut it is 
to its possessor in tis world. In this par- 
Jevlar, according to their owA ¢o.1cession, 
they arc tess inviting than salen is, sor shey 
allow char be afiords much pleasure and 
prosperity o his .¢ vaiisia uais life—Uni- 
versclist Mogazine, 


F’.om the Inquirer. 








lies heve : Mow centhose ve in dancer of 
being lost whose salvation was ide ana- 
voidable from all eiermity ? vad how can 
repceaiuace and faith save those whose ever- 
lasting destruction was made unavoidable 
from alleierniiv, by the deeree of an un- 
changeable God Suppose that all those 


RECANTATi1ONS. 

Mr. Editor.— Asso much has la.ely been 
suid respecting che recavtations supposed to 
have been made by those once believing in 
the doctrine of the restitviion of all things, I 
will, vy your Jeave, also give my opin‘on, 
Let it fora moment be «ranted that the 





who were predestinated-to endless ruin 
should repent of their sins vad believe that | 
they were thus reproduced. from all eiern'-' 
ty, would their beiievine this jaidh save 
them, direcily contrary jo itself. Aad al! 
lowing that all those who where elecied into | 
salvation should. live and die in unbelies, | 
would their unbelief render their unavoida-| 
ble salvation aull ? 

Whether this is the mystery of godliness, | 
orthe snysie-y of iniquity, let ihe reader } 
judge, alier due delibevcaiion. Bui rhere is 
more mysicry, of the sume sort, which,when 
the reader has suiely disposed of the pre- 
ceding, he will know where to pli ce, aad 
to whose evcount it onght to be crediied. 
mean the mystery of what is held up about 
the devil. — 7 | 





sietemeats we ofien sce, are true, to what 
do they amount ? how swe! are they worth? 
Just nothing. Bvt, let ws svy, merely to try 
the principle, that every change ov seatl 
ment proves that which is abjured incorrect. 
Wouid it prove any thing 2 Wauld it dis- 
prove any thing > No—For by tais ruie the 
creutest opposites would ineet 3 and be who 
irom one persuasion has turned, aad re- 
turaed, would be « standing proof that trath 
und falsehood, virtue and vice, are thesame. 

Not many years ago,a Baptist minister in 
Massachusetts declared his betief in univers 
sal salvaiion, and all the members of his 
church came with him. What does this 
prove >. Mr. Whiinell, formerly a Papiitist 
preacher, has for some years been an able 
advocate far the final holiness and happiness 
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ofall men. Mr. Balfour, an intelligent and 
2 learned Puptist preaches, is also wiih us. 
Lui it is needless io muliply instances, of 
which we can give nomes, and dates, and 
facts and piaces : ihe present are sufiicicnt 
to test ie principle. 

Cut wkere, and when, and by whom, are 
recantaiions made oi which so much is 
bousied > Latiben come Jorwerd with one 
authenticated iaciof his sort, and they shall 
be gratified by » Auadree instances, #s re- 
spectable, as ible .o give # reason, und vs 
willing to avow their belief. 

But possi'y some wil! ineuire, why will 


not some ajuie the docivine you profess ? 
J aaswer—It is possibile sone may profess 


it, “not knowing wat they say, aor where- 
of they afiirm,”’ and vhjave the sentiment 
they vever nncersiood. This ! consider 
possible. But wy reason ‘or coubting 2 
chance fiom lis seatimen..is founded on 
the faet, thai those who are able to give an 
answer, 0: reason of this hope, have receiv- 
ed the doctrine into the undersianding, and 
having emered inio rest, peace, ead joy, 
the :ruits or @ belief in che-true gospel, cun 
have no revtional woiive for a change.— 
While those whose passions are enlisted, 
ratuer than their understanding, are oftea 
found willing to change for the better. This 
will endoubtedly stinulate the orthodox to 
preveat all fro hearing the glad tidings of 
the final holiness and consequent happiness 
of all men, and io continve their restrictions 
as 10 coming ino contact wit! universalists. 
Bui the light is dawning, and the truth must 
yet cover the earth, us the waters do the 


great deep. Amen. 
ICHABOD. 


HOPEFUL CONVERSIONS. 

There is no phrase so common in’ our 
day, as the plirase “converted.” No ac- 
count 0° a revive/ will pass musier without 
it. What is the proper meaning of this 
phrase? Ans. Hopefully, means in such 2 
manner as torci.e hope—wilh hope. Now 
among our Methodist friends, the word 
hopefvily means something different from 
the use of thetcrm by Calvinists. ‘Their 
manner, which raises hope, is, io be very 
noisy. Generally speaking® it is to con- 
form to the wishes and opinions of the res- 
pective parties. | 

Converted, means just whet the parties 
please to have it, who will undoubtedly a- 
vail themselves of the equivocal definition 
of the word, and construe it to suit their 
purposes. This word, however, when ap- 


-~ 





——— 


he considered with reference to its applica- 
tion. When ayylied to the transmutation 
of metals, a cheuce oi subsiance, it must 
mean difierently from what it can possibly 


mean when applied io men. To prove, at» 


once, the absurd, not io say ridiculous use of 
the term, in our day, we refer the reader to 
Peul, who svys, (1 Cor. xv.) “ We must all 
be changed.” The time of this change is 
also staied to be postevior to ihis life. Now, 
how evident it is, that the change which is 
supposed io take place when men are hope- 
Sully converted, is not the all-sufiicient 
change which is indispensable to the pos- 
session and enjoyment o° future glory. 
Strange as it May appeur io some, itis a 
correct mode of expression to say, a shovel 
or a spade is converted, when it is used’ for 
a new purpose. ‘he word must mean, 
when applied to men, to appropriaie to an- 
otheruse.. ‘Thus the same pursues difler- 
ent course, and appropriates or applies the 
same powers and abilities to the service of 
God, and the good@han, which he before 
applied to the service of the devil, and the 
inary of his neighbors. Conversions of 


ihis description are a blessing to mankind. . 


But, a conversion from serving one devil to 

the service of a dozen, is an evil. A con- 

version from common pride to religious ar- 

rozance, is worse than nothing. —Gos. Her. 
—— 

Dr. Franklin.—When Dr. Franklin had 
approached to the very close of his life, he 
reasoned thus coolly witha friend : “Death 
is as necessary to ihe constitution, as sleep; 
we shall rise refreshed in the morning. The 
course of nature must soon put a period to 
my present mode of existence.—This I shall 
submit to with less regret, as, having seen 
during » long life a good deal of this world 
{ feel a growing curiosity to become ac- 
quainted’ with some other, and can cheer- 
fully, with filiabconfidence, resign my spir- 
it to the conduct of that great and good Pa- 
rent of mankind, who created it, and who 
has so graciously protected and preserved 
me from m_. birth to the present hour.” 

A véry amiable and compassionate wo- 
maa of the Calvinist Baptist persuasion, at- 
tended several Sabbaths on the ministry of 
Rev. Mr. P***, of G****, who is also a 
strict Calvinist. Being asked how she lik- 
ed Mr. P., she replied, To tell you the plain 
truth, f am not at all pleased with his preach- 
ing. Pray, how can that be, said the in- 
quiring friend, since you are both Calvinists ? 
Well, f will tell you, said she, Mr. P. ap- 





plied to designate a religious change, must | 


pears to be so much pleased with the end- 
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less damnation of the reprobates, and gives 
them up to the devil with sc, much cheertul- 
ness, that I perfectly abhor to hear him pre- 
tend to preach, in the name of the merciful 
Jesus !—Christian Int. 





A late Chinese emperor, on receiving in- 
formation that his enemies had raised an in- 
surrection in one of the distant provinces, 
said to some of his friends, “ Come, follow 
me, and I promise you we shall soon destroy 
them.” He marched forward, and upon 
his approach the rebels submitted. All ex- 
pected he was about to take a fearful re- 
venge, and were astonished to see the cap- 
tives treated with mildness and humanity. 
* Tsthis the manner in which you fulfil your 
promise 7” exclaimed his first minister.— 
“ Your royal word was given that your en- 
emies should be destroyed, and now you 
have pardoned all, and even condescend to 
caress some.” ‘ I promised,” replied the 
emperor, with a generous air, “ to destroy 
my enemies ; it is don@, for [have made 
them my friends.” Go, reader, and do 
likewise. ’ 

DIVINE IMPRESS. 
There’s not a tint that paints the rose, 

Or decks the lilly fair, 

Ur streaks the humblest flower that grows, 

But Heaven has placed it there ! 


At early, dawn there’s not a gale, 
Across the landscape driven, 

And not a breeze that sweeps the vale, 
That is not sent by Heaven ! 


There’s not of grass a simple blade, 
Or leaf of lowliest mein, 

Where heavenly skill is not displayed, 
And heavenly wisdom seen ! 


There’s not a tempest dark and dread, 
Or storm that rends the air, 

Or blast that sweeps o’er ocean’s bed, 
But Heaven’s own voice is there ! 


There’s nota star whose twinkling light 
flumes the distant earth, 

And cheers the solemn gloom of night, 
Sut mercy gave it birth ! 


b] 


There’s not a cloud whose dews distil 
Upon the parching clod, 

And clothe with verdure vale and hill, 
‘That is net sent by God! 


There's not a place in earth’s vast round, 
in ocean deep or air, 
Where skill and wisdom are net found, 


Around, beneath, below, above, 
Wherever space extends, 
There Heaven displays its boundles 


s] 
And power with mercy blends ! rics 


Then rise my soul, and sing [Tis name, 
And all his praise rehearse, 

Who spread abroad earth’s glorious frame 
And built the universe ! 


Where’er thine earthly lot is cast, 
His power and love declare, 

Nor think the mighty theme too vast— 
For God is every where ! 





PRAISE TO GOD. 
Praise the Lord who reigns above, 
And keeps his courts below; 
Praise the holy God of love, 
And all his greatness show 3 
Praise him for his noble deeds, 
Praise him for bis matchless power ; 
Him, from whom all good proceeds, 
Let heav’n and earth adore. 
Publish, spread to all around 
The great Emanuel’s name; 
Let the trumpet’s martial sound 
Him Lord of hosts proclaim. 
Praise him, ev’ry tuneful string, 
All the reach of heav’nly art, 
All the pow’rs of music bring, 
The music of the heart. 
[lim, in whom we live and move, 
Let ev’ry creature sing 5 
Glory to their Maker give, 
And homage to their King. 
Hallow’d be his name beneath, 
As in heav’n on earth ador’d: 
Praise the Lord in ev’ry breath, 
Let all things praise the Lord. 





Beloved, let us love another : for love is 
of God ; and every one that loveth is born 
of God, and knoweth God. 

He that loveth not knoweth not God; 
for God is love. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought al- 
so to Jove one another. 


“ 4 Subscriber” on the subject of the 
¢ Wheat and Tares,’ was received too late 
for this week. 

“ A Sermon,” by the Rev. J.S. Thomp- 
son will appear in our next. 


—_——— 
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Foy God is every where ! 











